Summary of the Evidence
Petitioner's Evidence

MSHA Inspector Archie Fuller testified as to both citations.
He indicated that a dosimeter records noise levels in excess of
90 dBA.  The level appears in a digital display (Tr. .26, Ex P-9) -
He also discussed a typical dosimeter test to calibration (Tr. 27) .

Employee Steve Morrison, a crusher laborer, was exposed
to excessive noise caused by the cone crusher, the belt transfer,
jaw crusher and generator (Tr. 28, 29).  Morrison was working in -
and around this equipment (Tr. 29) .  Morrison was tested for about
eight hours (Tr. 30),  Two other employees were not overexposed.
The crusher operator was protected by an insulated booth.  The
oiler was exposed to 97.4 dBA (Tr. 50).

The inspector also uses an instrument that records an instant
sound level readout (Tr/30).  The instant readout of the large
equipment ranged from 92 to 98 dBA.

The dosimeter on Morrison indicated a readout of 139 percent
or approximately 92.5 dBA (Tr. 31). Anything reading over 90 dBA
constitutes overexposure.

Excessive noise can cause loss of hearing.

The inspector recommended that the employee clean the area
when the crusher was shut down (Tr. 33).

Three workers were monitored for noise but only Steve Morrison
was overexposed (Tr. 41) .

Cleaning around equipment is a continuous activity. A dosi-
meter does not get in the worker's ear (Tr. 46).

Respondent's Evidence

Bryan Hoyt Murphy testified he has been the loss control
manager for Sundt Corporation for 14 years.  The company has a
number of plants around the United States (Tr. 53, 54).

Concerning the noise levels, the company had no proof that
the inspector's equipment was improperly calibrated.  Further, the
company had insufficient manpower to rotate its workers.  In
addition, the employees were protected by personal protective
equipment; i.e., foam earplugs.  If properly put in the ears, a
10 to 18 dBA attenuation could be expected (Tr. 58).

Except for mufflers already installed, there are no other
engineering controls that could reduce the noise level (Tr. 59).
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